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TO : 

FROM : 
SUBJECT; 



Mr* A. Roseif 



Mr, 



- WILLIAM BEMAHrWERNiSCKE 
Selective Service 



date; May % 1945 J£; ™* 03 i 

Mr! 
Mr. 

Mr. OH 
Mr. U 
Mr". Nl 

Mr., Hos 
Mr. Tra< 
Mr. tofcr 



Reference is made to my memorandum of April 21, 1945 • Wernecke, 
'as you remember, was a p rominent Nazi sympathizer w ho was convicted^of 
v iolating the selective "Training and ,Sei^ce^AcF153pI92i-D as ^Lende*3p*Si 
t^j jor^hern, Do s33 ^ genfencelT^ 

payjE^ fine of ^0^£g0# A nevrsp^eFafticle appeared inTthe Chicagor-Ameri 
Mar^*2?7^f45> indicating that Wernecke had been .paroled* This newspaper 
article occasioned my reference' memorandum* 

In accordance with your instructions, I checked our Identification 
Section and through Mr* HaUett's office ascertained that Wernecke had been 
paroled from the Federal Institution at Sprihgfield, Hissourir J onrAug^s^*T6, 
1944. He apparently entered the custody of the Attorney General on January 11, 
T9&. He had been sentenced on June 11, 1943> but the delay in his- commencing 
the sentence was occasioned by his appeal to the United States Circuit Court 
of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit* His appeal of course was denied* 

Mr* Ladd recently atten ded the .Attoxnev^General^s Staff Conference, 
at -which time a discussion arose over the merits of Ifernecke's parole between 
Mr, James Mb&'anery and Mr.* Jim Bennett* McGranery criticized Jfoe^ parole 
g eyerely * Bennett admitte d a mistake had l^en^de^jrt^ttempted ^% 3 ^^2^K 
the paro3^T55HsfES : f^ 
Army, so goodajOaclPthat he had been assxgied^to IfcJLxtary Intelligence* 




Mr; Carson 
''Mr. Hendon^ 
Mr. Mnforti 

Mr. Jones^_ 

Mr. Qulnn Tass 
Tele. Rooa ' 
Mr. Nease*" 
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At Mr, Ladd 1 s suggestion, through Mr, Hallett 1 s office, I ascertained 
that Wernecke was inducted Into the a rm ed sery ices_o,n^Aui^jd>^J7^^1944^as^,a 

Also, at MrV Ladd* s, suggestion, I requested the Liaisbn Section of the Security 
Division to ascertain if Wernecke was still din the army, and if^so, whether oj 
not he was attached to Military Intelligence or just exactly ^gta^hg^y^ A&: 



RECORDED 
Supervisor Reynolds in the Liaison Section has ascer^inedfthat | 
Wernecke ^ as of January 11, 1945* was assigned to ComSSSiy^ffi. ^i d^Silg/tag^ 
Poltc^^Bafckali^^ Alab^una, Bais information was ^ocurea from the' 

Adjut^t" General's Office. It is the last address whitfa the AGO has concerning 
him. It appears, therefore,, that Mr. Bennett, following his usual custom, was 
inaccurate in* the statement he made at the Attorney General 1 s Staff Conferen 
The question still arises, however, as to whether we should advise the Yfer 
Department of the character and reputation of this man prior to the time he 
entered the armed services* It appears to me that as a matter of c oope ration 
and self-p rotection»„we shoulJ tell the War Department .just what they^ liave in 
subject Wexnecjte. It would enable them to appropriately assxgrinim from a 
sScxw&ty stanSpoint. T7 tp 
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Jfemorandum for Mr* Rosen 



According to a list of prisoner of war camps received from the tfar 
Department dated April 23, 1945, a prisoner of war camp has been established at 
Camp Sibert, Alabama m addx tion to the solit ary pogff » oftls prisonCTofwar^ 

camp will have a c85raitjH>Y WW. At this^raSSg^liere are 33 non-commissioned 

officers at the camp and 299 enlisted men among the prisoners* It would appear 
tha * a man of Werne cke's caliber and definite pro-Nazi sympathies up id a"" 
year ago should not -re "fflaigB5^^ 

In attempting to verify Wernecke* s parole, Mr* Hallett was advised 
that the Bureau of Prisons had notified us of his parole- on September 7, 1944# 
A check of our Identification records reveals that this statement is technically 
correct* His name v/as included in a list of approximately 50 who had been 
paroled from the Springfield Institution during the previous two months* 

Die thou^it has occurred to me that in those instances in Tfaich we 
have a particularly vicious subject as in Wernecke* s case, that it might be a 
good idea if the supervisors were instructed to write a memorandum to Bennett 
when we run acrossTTcase 6£mxs Kind asking him to advise us by memorandum 
^^^^^^^^^^^ h ^,^^^^^^ course to most, instances we 
couldn't do anything about it, but it mi$it act as a coercive measure to pre- 
vent repetition in instances of this nature* 

RECOMMISNDATION 



It is recommended that this memorandum be submitted to Mr. Ladd> who 
may desire to have the 3^i^QxuSejU>ion^^quaint the appropriate authorities in 
G-2 o£ Yfernecke 1 * ^a^A+^^ <>•** ^ymi+^+^v/^** 5 *^^ 
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ce NLeMovandum • united states government 

GCO/ras ' 



TO ': MR. A. ROSElT^ . 

■\' J FROM : Mr. G.J&jfee&lan 

' I V SUBJECT: WILLIA2* BffilIARirwERNBCKE # was* 

' 1P^ SELECTIVE .SERVIGB. , \\ . , . ., 



DATE: May 26, 1945 




You will recall this subject* who was one of the most 
subversive German-Americ s an Bundists who has come to our attention* 
received a parole on August^ 18, 1944 after 1 having been sentenced 
to serve 5 years in the custody of the Attorney General for vio- 
lation of the Selective Training and Service Act* This parole 
was granted after -Werneoke had served not more- than 8 months- o 
his 5 year sentence •* We have furnished G-2 copies of our repot 
on this Individual* 

Attached is a copy of Form CI*-RPD of the War Department 
which is a review form of Wernecke's War Department file*. On the 
reverse side the^ statement is. made, "Notfcing Derogatory as to Loyalty." 
This means that the War -Department had no information^ concerning the 
subversive nature of this man at the time he was paroll'ed* 

It appears, that the parole authorities of the Department 
are so anxious to- get some of these Selective Service subjects out 
of the penitentiary, and are, so callous that they are willing to gamble 
with the welfare of the Army and the internal security of 'the nation 
by sending parolees out to the Array without advising the Army of in- 
formation definitely indicating strong subversive tendencies and even 
known associations with eneny agents on the £art of the parolees* 

RECCMEHBATION: 



jur. poiso n. A. ' 

Mr. Z. A- tasar- - 

Mr., Cleg g: ^ I 

Mc. Coffe y 

Mr. QIavi n 

Mr. laa a ! 

Mr. Nichol s 

lar. &o$e n 

Mr. Trac y ~ 

Mr, toh r " 

Mr. Carso n 

Mr., Kendon 

Mr. Muafora 

Mr. Jones 



Mr. Qulntt Tazsa ~. 

tele^RoosT _ ..*"_ 
Mrvdfease 



f 



I wanted to call this to your attention beoause~I thought 
you might wish to. mention it to the incoming Attorney General f Mr. 
Tom C. Cla xka. I also thought that Mr. Pennington might be intereste d 
in this, angle because it is a classic example of .the manner, in which 
malicious and even subversive ^electJTO , Serjsl &9^jdL0.1j^prj3^areJb.eJ.n^ 
■ _-.,.,,-, -l ^-. . -luthoHfcttes, 
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Ths £t*oraey Gonoral ^ June 5, 191)5 

John Ed *ar Hoover - Director, poderal Baroau of liivqciuija-cioja 

v .Recently it hasctoe^cf rij^ttontion that William Bernard iTomocke received 

a sgFole on August 1$, 3*9iibj after aeryin; not :aoro than oi^ibtt months of a J> years 
^^ntonce imposed upon bin in the, horthcrn District of Illinois for violation of the 
x Selective U'rainin ; and Service Act* 

Sbrnecke was convicted on Juno 11, 1<?Ij3«, Bo appealed his conviction and the 
conviction urns affimed by the United states Circuit Court of Appeals fop tho Seventh 
Circuit* * ' p^*~~*ft 

ICernecke was an active supporter of the toman-American *3und in Illinois end |) 
held n/etin'S of a subversive nature at his farm. Investigation conducted by this , 
Bureau showed that ho was an intiisata acquaintance Of such individuals aa Heroer Isuct 4 
Nasi saboteur who was executed, Gsorr;e ITroboese, and Otto ?yjU&u;soiu, both of whoni|^i*&> 
notorious leadqrs of the German-African xamct in the aid-west area* 

I . 

A Search of Tfcrnacke's premises , incidental %o his arrest^ oiclosed 8 rfd&rSj fl! 
& pistols, 3 shoi?:uns, a larre s&pply of ^^mnition, and Kasi propaganda* Vh& ro< 
of tho Khr De^artnent indicate that aono of Tsjais information was furnished to thsjftsar 
Department ^ien, iernecke was paroled to enter the amy on Aunxst 13^, i#M*. Thq Hi 
Departments .file contains the statement, "nothin; dero*ato;r7 as to loyalty", Afj 
Ifernecke had ^ccn convicted* he indicated a Tallin muss to envjr the arped servicj 
this country, and in sent£ncin;, Federal sTug ;e Joxux ?. lamas re^rrked th^t "ifernoj 
would oq the last ^an he would allow to snt$r tip ux~4<\ services. De^pite^ this, 
due to tho operation oT the parole provisions of %m Selective yrainin; and beryij 
l£ernecko has entered the ariied forces , a^ove saemtioned, witnin ei^ht raonths aftjrffo 
had eoo^encad nis 5-yoAr pontence. 




liccantiy tho So>i Ap^oles Office of this bureau received an inquiry frorapl;^ 
Glendale, California^ police Department concerning bitianaei Jovom Alfonso Pedro D& 
Bourbon. Ifo bad oeen soon on tiie streets of Gle&daio, Calif oz»M«* ?he police de^Mf 
^e^t.was undor th^i imprasaion th p it he was serving sentence; for violation of the tfeBa&te^ 
% i*XbXx&n-i ^nd Service Act. Da Bourbon had user, sentenced on January 5^ 1%^ to serve , a ; 
tern of 13 months. At the tima ne T?a3 sentonced, Judee Michael Itocne in the United S, < 
Dtatos i4.stric-& ^ourt for the Northern district of California* in answer to a pica foi8 ^ 
probation, stated, "tnere aro to& nany yomz flien of our country Dein^ shot, dov.n and -; * 
killed while others like you are shirking tja^ir patriotic duu^ ano are poddlin^j cheap £ 
oootse in a ( iro^. snop". Jud^e ^oone thon atated that Do £puruon did 9oti ©erit pro^aticfe 
Md thereupon proceoded to iiopose the a dve tientiomd sentdnce. Tha Bureau has now rec 
ceived information tj-nt Do Bourbon, was paroled on }&? 2k^ X9k5* 

I bwre brou %% th^se two cases -t > yoar attention because 1 feel th^t they 
ei&ripiiftf an undesirable trerid in tho crantin : : of paroles to su^octs convicted of 
violating tha SolsctdLva l f rainin- &nd Service Act of 19i*0, v as a^endoq^ I roalize of course 

qh*i% nm p., o, 

TII ^ 3:&QPtf . / 

r f Vf 4, O-ll-C!? \U 
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Too AttoHte:* 33ridr^jl5 
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0.0 



tft&t iactiyidtasls aoxiYic$Qd of taiB, Ac* nay && jxu'OJLod au any tiaa /.Xnq^ tfaeir aonv^iori, 
bat I KlSb %o $ri*r ^ftijs *q- your a^orii&on GQpause I fool tfte^ft t&<> l^Qle of s^lecuivi^ 
in #io >ram.itvi of paroles xo such ^divisiusls %s *;@ri*Gck$- *wj De Eourbau is definitely 
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TO : 

SU-JIET: 



Th*^ Director 



Mr. A. irtosen 



OFFICE LiliiMORANIO 



UNITED STATES GOVEM^IENT 



DATE: June 1, 19L\b 



EiJANlJAL JbRCbB ALFOKSO PEDB3 DE BOUb.BON,was 
Dorothy Virginia Yancey, was. - Victim 
Selective Service - White ^lave Traffic Act 



You will recall that William BernarcTYyernecke, the notorious 
German-American Bund leader from the Chicago area, was paroled on 
August 16, 19UU, alter he had served less than ei-nt months of a 5 year 
sentence imposed upon him for violation of the Selective Training and 
Service Act. 

As you know, under the Selective Training and Service Act, a 
convict doss not have to serve one-third of a sentence before jein^ oaroied, 
but may be the recipient of a parole at any time after nis conviction. 

Another case, involving the subject De Bourbon, has now come to the 
Bureau's attention, indicafcin-; the very loose manner in which paroles are 
beinr: granted to Selective Service subjects. 

De Bourbon claims to be the son of the late Don Luis De Bourbon, a 
member of the royal family of Spain and a distant relative of the Kin- of Spain. 
The suoject was arrested by the Berkeley Police Deoartment, Berkeley/ California 
on a char^ of drunkenness. At that timo he was in possession of the Selective ' 
Service cards of a man named John Brnest Brown. He had stolen BroY/n's Selective 
Service cards. The subject's occupation was that of a bartender. He was 
subsequently indicted in tne Northern District of California for failure to 
register, failurs to possess registration certificate and classification cards, 
and the wrongful possession of a Selective Bervice registration certificate 
and of a classification card belinr;inr; to anotner person. He cleaned nxllvy 
to the first count of the indictment char fin- him with failure to register and 
the othor counts -ere dismissed. 

0n ^nuary 5, l9Ut? 9 ne was sentenced oy Judqe iilichaoi Roche to serve 
15 montns m an institution to be designated by the Attorney Beneral. At the 1 
time Jud.-re Kociie sentence him, the suuject requested to be olaced on probation. 
Jud-;o Roche stated, "There are too many youn;; men of our country bein- snot 
down ana killed while others like you are shirking tnoir patriotic duty and 
are peddling cheap booze in a ;;ro r - shop". 

On Lay 31, the Washington Field Office received a teletvoe from our 
Los An-eies Oriice advisin ; that officers of the Glendaie Polij^ Departme nt 
had soen the su <ject on the streets of Glendale and tae polSP^d 
quired of the Los An.-;eles Office whether the subject ha^mfen oa 
FBI Identification Division files do not reflect the subject 's*r 
Supervisor G. 2. Allan asceruained from the Department; that %he 
been paroled on -ay 2ii, L9kb* Apparently the Bureau of Erispjp i 
this information was obtained has not yet notified our Scientific 
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0JSM states government 
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TO 
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FROM 



SUBJECT: 




DATE: 



6/23/46- 



'SBLBCiro SERVICE" 



Mr. Mson 
Mr. £. A". 1m 
Kg. CI© " 

Mr. Coffey - 
Mr. 01 ~ 

Mr. u 
; Mr. Ni 
Mr. R 
"Mr. Tra' 
Mr. cars' 
'Mr. Egan-~ 




Mr; Hertion 
Mr. Penninpi 
Mr. Qulia Tajna 1 





i&jor fhoms lf# Simpson, Washington Liaison Branch! MIS, has ad- 
visea* that information has been received from Colonel Alton Cr Miller, 
•V Director, Security' and Investigations Division, Provost Marshal 'Generals 
Office, that the- Commanding General of the Fourth Service. .Command has been 
' requested to transfer Wernecte immediately to an organization having" no security'/) 
function and- further, to; an organization in wMch he will not 'have aocess to. prisoners 
of war* THe Provost' Marshal General, also recommended that proceedings be initiated 
: to. have Wernecke placed in a War Department special organization in accordance with the 
| rules governing the disposition of subversive and disaffected military personnel* 

K \ ' Hajor Simpson has promised to furnish the .Bureau details of the ftnal action 
taken in. this case* 



RE COMBKDED. ACTION; - \ 



It is recommended that this memorandum be routed to 'the Investigative Division 



for the attention of Mr. G* C. Mian*' 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Bureau of Prisons 
Washington 25 



June 16, 1945 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: 



RE* Parole of Selective Service Violators 
Wernecke and de Bourbon 



You have asked for my comment on Mr. Hoover 1 s neraorandum of June 9, 
1945 in which he indicates that it was undesirable to parole V&lliam B. 
Wernecke and Bnanuel de Bourbon, Selective Service violators* Both of these 
men were paroled for induction into the armed services. 

You will perhaps recall that Mr. ^Granery discussed at a staff 
meeting the parole of Wernecke in view of his previous activities and Bundist 
connections* It was brought out both by Mr« ^cGranery and myself that the 
parole of nernecke was approved in the Department after recommendation by the 
Special Panel Selective Service Board without our knowledge of his previous 
activities. Ihe information in our files did not indicate the extent to which 
Wernecke was engaged in Bundist activities, and we assumed that since he was 
acceptable to the Army there was no reason why he should not be released to 
military control. Frankly, if we had had the information concerning Wernecks 
that Mr. Hoover has now given us, we would not have recommended his parole. 
Incidentally, *hen the case was called to ray attention some time ago we checked 
upon his adjustment in the Army and we are now advised that he is getting along 
quite satisfactorily and, as a matter of fact, has been assigned to some special 
duty. We understand that before a special duty assignment is made the Amy 
makes a careful examination of the individual's record and activities. If he 
gets into difficulty in the Army or is discharged as undesirable, his parole will, 
of oourse, be revoked. 

Similarly, in the case of de Bourbon there is nothing in our fUes 
to indicate that he should not have been considered under the usual procedure 
authorizing the parole of Selective Service violators for induction into the 
armed services. The statement by Judge Roche does not appear in our files. On 
the contrary, there is a recommendation by Ihited States Attorney Hennessy that 
de Bburbon be paroled in the event he was willing to accept induction into the 
armed forces. 

We have no information as to his adjustment in the #Army but we assume 
he is getting along satisfactorily. Incidentally, de Bourbon has no prior record 
except two arrests for drunkenness, in both of which cases he was fined and the 
cases were then dismissed. I do not know what he was doing on the streets of 
OLendale, California unless he was in uniform or enroute to the camp where he 
was ordered to report. 
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«. ™ ..... a* vou knew, are examined and passed upon first tgr 
*v «_ , ?%? .^ecStTsertld *tod«» composed of at least two eiti«*» 
**" Wft/X ^iSitTswSrM^ct^ enTone of our institutional 
■RffSl ^n^appSsnte are taken to the At* induction station where 
officials, ^« f •2? ffir things for moral fitness, and finally their 
they are «^**™^ inthi- office and in Mr. McOraner^Hffice. * 
records are decked boto in xn^ ^ detailed info^t^/^ ^ passion 

do not, however, have jj whenever any Selective Service violator is 

of the Bureau **"•* g^ ^ to ' be :«*eeira^ material for the Any 
^t^tiatly^gerou?Io' thf military forces, it would be most helpful if 
or PJ^ tla "y ""J* transmitted to this Bureau or a caveat filed with us. 
^irof'course no^sposition on the part of anyone in this office or 
there is, < *^2're««me£ the release of any wilful or flagrant violator 
tftSSffS 2 £S*<» might jeopardise the war effort even though he 
is acceptable to the military authorities. 
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61-8118- 

SAC, Oiicaco pocember 10, 1?45 

John jEd^ar Hoover ,- doctor, Federal Bureau of ftvestication 

fCnXMBMARI)raiSCliBi,wa8, 
f&ECTIE SEME 

mwtm a 

lour mo 65-582 

Reference is mde to your letter to the Bureau dated JJoyeabor 9, 



By referenced comunication you indicated that the subject oimed 
eleven piecos of property anyone farn 'bequeathed io hia by his mother* fhe 
sentence of this subject at the tine of his conviction for violation, of the 
Selective, training and Service! Act uas £or five years and a fine of $LG,0QO., 

Tou,are instructed to todiately ascertain iron the, United States 
jji8triot Court, in Chicago whothcr the subject .paid the '$0,066 fino imposed 
upon him and, if not, the reason # the lino 1ms not paid,, Upon obtaining 
{Ms information, the BurM should be advised in detail* 



Br. Tolson 
w, i. A. ,7 
Kf. Cleffi, 
-Uf ,i Coffey, 
isr. «li«n 
itr. Wi 
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DIRECTOR, FBI date:. November 9, 1945 

SAC, CHICAGO, ILHNOIS 

SUBJECT: WILHAM BERNARD WERNECKE, was 
SEIECTiVE SERVICE 
ESPIONAGE G 
(Bureau File 61-8118) . 

The following information has been received from the Security and Intelligence 
Division at Chicago, concerning the above-captioned subject: 

"Private Wi lliam B» Werneck e t ASN 37645234, was discharged from 
the militai^service at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, 24 September 1945, 
under the provisions of War Department Circular 269 (1945) AR 615-369. 

"The home address of Wernecke is listed as: care of Wernecke F&rms, 
Huntley, Illinois, 

a "The files of this office indicate ^Vferne eke was a friend of Herbert. 
-J^Haupt, Nazi .saboteur, and Dr. Ottd^Tfillumeit, Chicago Bund leader, 
"and was active in* the affairs of ftie German-American Bund* Wernecke 
was convicted and sentenced to a five year prison term and fined 
§10,000 for a violation of the Selective Training and Service Act 
and commenced service of his prison term 11 January 1944. On 16 
August 1944 he was paroled from the federal institution at Spring- 
field, Missouri, and on 17 August 1944 inducted into the U. S. Army." 

The Security and Intelligence Division also advised that when the subject was sta- 
tioned at Fort Lewis, Washington, the Personal Affairs Branch at the Fort received 
a letter from a Miss MARCEIlA^ESAVICE, 6250 Wayne Avenue, Chicago, who wrote that 
when the subject entered the Army he left in her charge eleven pieces of property 
and one farm bequeathed to him by his mother ♦ Miss MISAVICE described the diffi- 
culties of managing these properties and requested that the subject be given a 
three weeks furlough to assist her in straightening out his affairs. There is 
no indication as to whether or not this furlough was granted. 

It should be pointed out that Miss MISAVICE had been previously employed and "T^ 
lived with the subject and his mother for about five years until some time in *j£*J 
1941 when she ran away from them because WERNECKE molested her# 



In November 1941, Miss MISAVICE voluntarily called at this office and furnishe 
the information that the subject was outspokenly prb-Naizi and engaged in un-Am&r- 
dan activities. She admitted that WERNECKE had frequently made improper advances 
:to her and that she had had immoral relations with him on numerous occasions 
explaining that she did so because of a fear of him. 
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numerous occasions*//-* 
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Letter,, JDIRE3CT0R. EBI 
November 9, 1945 



-2- , REs WILLIAM BERNARD WERNECKE, was 
•SELECTIVE SERVICE 
- ' ESPIONAGE: ".G; . 

(Bureau ELle 61-8118). 



The above data is being furnished to the Bureau , for informational purposes. Nc> 
action .is contemplated by this office unless instructions to the contrary are 
received. 



GAS:1£HB 
25rS976 
CC: Chicago Pile 65r582' 
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Office NLemoranduM • united, states government 





: ^DIRECTOR, FBI 
M : SAC, CHICAGO 



DATE: January 5, 1946 



S&wE] 



SUBJECT: toleiam BERNAR&^ENECKE , WAS, 
SELECTIVE SERVICE ^ " 
ESPIONAGE - G 
(Bureau Pile #61-8118) 

Reference is made to your letter dated December 10, 1945 asking that - 
* it be ascertained whether the above-captioned subject had ever paid 
the $10,000 fine imposed upon him. 

According to the records of the Clerk of the United States- District 
Court at Chicago this fine has not yet been paid* 

Upon learning this information, the matter was discussed with Assistant 
United States Attorney KENNETH NATHAN, v/ho handles civil actions 
concerning the collection of fines, Mr. NATHAN explained that the 
reason why this fine had not yet come to his intention as an uncollected 
item was because the subject had been paroled from the Federal Penitentiary 
prior to serving his full sentence of five years, and that ordinarily 
a check as to whether or not a fine has been remitted is not made until 
the subject has completed serving his sentence, 

Mr, NATHAN has requested this office to get in touch with the Federal 
Penitentiary from which the subject was paroled to the army to learn 
whether any arrangements were made at the time of parole for disposition 
of his fine. 

Unless advised to the contrary, this office will write direct to the 
institution concerning this matter. You will be promptly informed as 
to further developments in connection with this case. 

GAS;nieI 
65-582 

cc-25-5976 
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Office' ^Lemdruudum • united states government 
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TO 

FROM 



I;' 



Director, FBI 
SAC, Chicago 



date: March 4, 1946 




subject: YJILLIAM BERNARD 1SERNECKE, was* 
SELECTIVE SERVICE 
ESPIONAGE ~'G ^ 
(Bureau .file 61-8118) 

Reference is made to the letter to the Bureau from this office, 
dated January 5, 1946* It has now been ascertained that the 
United* States Attorney has requested the United States Marshall 
Office, Chicago, Illinois, to attempt to collect the $10,000 
fine outstanding against the subject in connection with his 
sentence for violation of the Selective Training and Service Act* 

Chief Deputy J* E. TQBIN, Chicago, Illinois, has advised that 
execution order number 14579 has been issued for the collection 
of the $10,000 fine, but that up to the present time the subject 
has not been located by his office* Mr* TGBIN was furnished the 
latest address of the subject known to this office* 

The records of instant case have been examined at the Office of 
the Clerk of the Court, Chicago, Illinois, which show that the 
subject was committed on December 15, 1943 to Springfield Camp, 
Missouri, and that on January 26, 1944 the committment was returned 
executed* The records show that on January 13, 1944 the subject 
was turned over to the Springfield Camp, which is the camp used for 
the induction into the Armed Forces of persons under sentence* It 
appears from the records that the sub ject at no- time was incarcer- 
ated in federal prison* 

In view of the fact that the United States Marshal's Office is 
presently active in connection with the collection of ,the fine 
against the subject, no further action is contemplated by this, 
office, unless advised to the contrary* 

cc* 25*^976 ' 

IffiRPjeak 

65-582 
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\ / BfiC, Chicks 

1/ 

V Director, P3I ^ 

(J 

mUlMl BSFilARD TSEISCKB^ tos^ 

SBIECTItfB SERVICE 



l&rch 24> 1?49 



Inference is isado to ^otir letter of Ikreb 4* 1946, advising that 
the United States I&rshalts Office ira3 ^ttccptiiig tp collect the $10,000 
fino outstanding against the' Captioned pttbjcct an£ that Chief Itoputy Ifcrsbal 
J» B, SPobln isas furnished tho latest address of the subject latfrirn ^to your afflfccu 

For your inf oraation, there appeared in the l&sbington Tinea Herald 
of Karch 6/1949*4 a photograph of a 12rs» Veronica Ifornocloofj described as ago , 
30 and a fonaer airline steTOordesS* The itcn appearing beneath the photograph 
reads as follows* n FI£ES E0S3AND - Charging she bad bgen kidnaped and held 
prisoner for eight Tioura by Tzar husbapd* Hrs* Veroriici^erncctoe,. 3Q r a f onsor 
airline siomrdoss, yesterday took a?o£tage in the hesne of* her Chicago, attorney* 
Police described TTernecka as a fonaer Bund, leactor* 1 * 

Jfis. tsay desire to flimish the above ^aforaation to the United 
States JStrbhal at Chicago inasmuch as it apparently relates to the caption&d 
subject* 
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Internationa) Sounaphoto 

Flees Husband 

Charging she had beeif 
kidnaped and held pris- 
oner for eight hours by 
her husband, j\Irs. Yeron- 
jca Wern.ecke, 30, a former 
airline stewardess, yester- 
day took * v refuge in the 
home of her Ghicago attor-. 

r ney. Police described Wer- 
neeke as a former Bund 

^ leader. 
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This clipping is from 
the morning edition of 
The Washington Times Herald 

Date 
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connfcttMons jAokIS dear flte soie character 
"MacM Matters *» 
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Authority granted to interview 
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i/77W? ivMmvmncmm / united states government 

to :- DIRECTOR, #BI (61-^8118).. RA^r December 31, 1958 

om r sac, Chicago (65-582) , ..'.'" '*■->' 



til 



ubjbct\ WILLIAM B. T?ERpCK£ 

* INTERNAL SECURITY •» X (RACIAL MATtP&S) 



£ - 

/**•, 







An investigatipn,pf WILLIAM B.- WERNECKE is- being con- - 
dubbed by the Chicage Of,fice as .indicted in the, Chicago letter 
dat ( ed November 28:, 19:58;, submitted with a, .closing repdri of £A " 
PAUL Mv GRIBER entitled, '*NATiONALTST CONSERVATIVE PARTY, 
- IS -"X (RACIAL MATTERS)," made- at Chicago, also dated November 28,, 
1958. (Bureau file 1054-39508,, Chicago file 105-2790) t 

the above report reflected that WERNECKE personally 
visited the Chicago- Of f ice oh October 16, 1*95§., ^.concerning, another " 
matter relating 1 t6 ppsslJbleiirSTA violation oh thp pa*?* of hiss- 
estranged Wife. , After he completed furnishing the data .Ph. the _ ' 
WSTA matter',.. WERNECKE voluntarily fdrnishedt- information concerning 
his residence £iu£ employment; p.h& the fact that he*, was an official ' 
, in the American Humane Society.* He stated that he Was acquainted 
with EUSTACE MUL^INS^n* MATTHIAS XOEHL., both of Chicago > and 
furnished their Respective residences. Both MULLINS add KOEHL 
are subjects pf Racial Matter investigations'' of the Chicago Office*, 
He also claimed to be* iuninf orined- concerning the -bombings, in Atlanta,, 
Georgia,, and Peoria, Iliiridis.* ^He excused himself from the *■'*- 
interview because. of ahother commitmeht.; 

-During the abpv.e interview foERNECKE exhibited a friendly 
and most cpoperatiye attitude .and stated that if he learned of - 
any information, of interest to the FBI, he would notify this pff ice. 

Qn Decemhefr 32 „ 1958, WERNECKE telephpnically contacted be 

SA I "l and advised t&at he had iearhed that an **b7c 

inquiry had been made* cpncerning Ms possession of ^explosives . **•■', J' 
He. claimed that. he. wad calling tP express hiswillihghess to assist^" 
the i"BI in any way he Pould. "WERNECKE yplhntarily admitted 
possessing a quantity of black powder Which he indicated was 
used to. load shbtguh shells and admitted' possessing blasting 
caps wh^,ph are s used In dynamiting tfrep: stumps^ on his farri in Huntley, 
Illinois. . ,-„ . .... "'-' w - '*■' ';' -'// * >-% * -*~ '.^- >. 

/>V Bureau (Registered) -' /?£/* «... *- /** i & x 'f, *&^ , /*-* <^ 

^% - Chicago ■!.'.'■ ; ■■'* ■ .™"H* A '*?!«'-'» 

■ . . (i * lOs-^lp, . (Nationalist conservative part*) JAft 5 1959 

(1 -r 9&4,8$0 (BOMBINGS AND AT/TEMPTEDj* BOMBINGS). ^ 

" (1 %< 98-1891" (ATLANTA BOMBING) ■-••■■' 

"- - ! ' ' i\W\ 
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C<3 65-582 , - . 

- WERNECKE was advised that the FBI was\ most appreciative 
.£6^ receiving atiy ' Inftirmatioh' pertaining^ to vidlutibn of lajws of 
the jjnited States and he Should alsb f eel £ree, to furnish this 
o£j£ice. with any information coming to, his attention concerning, 
acts of violence against any racial or religious gxiottps.C 

In view of the apparent ^pppperatiVe attitude displayed .'" 
by WERNECKE and Ms Willingness; ta furnish information concerning 
individuals considered to be bapafele of extremist activities,, 
Bureau, authority is requested to interview WERNECKE for: the 
purpose of .determining th^jexteht of his knowledge of ittdiyiduals^ 
engaged Ixi rkcist activities. The utmost discretion will be userf 
to allojw iteRNEGKE tp; volunteer* all lie knows cpnperniaig^ other 
individuals Iwithput di^plosing the JBu^eau's interest, in, iteRNEGKE> 
himself. This, office will alsb ; apcept any .other information he 
cares to volunteer concerning liis; activities;. 
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v FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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H 



REPORTING OFFICE 



CHICAGO 



OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

CHICAGO 



TITLE OF CASE 



.&, 



<ft£ . 



f si 



WILLIAM. B. WEBNECKE 






DATS 



INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 



^'-c^^C^l 2/10-24/59 



REPORT MADE BY 



i?* * + - ~ *\ 



TYPED BY ,"" " 

■b6 
_ *JEM--b7C 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



RACIAL HATTERS 



Y REFERENCES^ .Bulet to Chicago dated 1/12/59 . 
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% 



Chicago letter to Bureau dated 12/31/53* 

,, * * 

-,C A ." • ' 

ADMINISTRATIVE; ,. 

WILLIAM • WERNEGJKE, was cooperative during the interview 
on ; February 10* 1959 to the extent ^that.!6%JwpuM answer direct 
questions but "hesitated to voij^teefr^any more information than 
what wsi-s jaecessary> WERNECKE^see'med--i^tional during the intelrview 
until DADISHOU NICHOLAS* name was ^ment'ioriedV when 1 he, became 
excited and threatened. NICHOLAS i w|6^^caL haim^ ' This; interyiew 
was 'conducted along the line set forth in referenced Chicago 
Tet'tei;, "• '> '''",. '* „-- , 

It is to be noted that ^RNECKETs .'reliability is 
unknown. Numerous bombing cases, were discussed ^tiT^HHECKE. 
but he denied any participation in any *acts of violence. 
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DO HOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
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3 ^-Chicago 7 (65-582)"" 

53 MAR 9 1959 
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DATE MM. _*2/ b/<?f. -'/ 
KOWFORvV. S ( I OXJZ 
BY 7 aJ-£wC /^^jI7~ 



PROPERTY OF FBI.— This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neithej- it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which (baned, 
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*'. -WEBNECKE biamed~ali of his troubles oil the fact 
-thathis -^te^^ - - ~ 

the fact that DADISHOTJ/NiCHOLAS swtndlea' him out of some, money 
during the sale ..of his real .estate-, information has been 
previously, furnished to ihe Bureau regarding NICHOLAS in the 
case entitled, ^THREATENED v BOMBIHG OF THE BESIDENCE OF DADISHOU 
. JTCJSHOJLiAS, ..Chicago, -' Illinois;,,!} ''information concerning, the, .othpr 
suspects . ^esi'ding^ in the? Chicago area' me'ntip'ne<i in this report 
has ; been .previously • furnished to.. the,;Bureau^ 

. /WEBNECKE was>;nptrquestiohedVregar t ding.'his back- 
grpun'd^or, his , activities, j?rior tV arid ;dufing. World War '!II. " as 
this information. ,is * well known to* ,the-?Bureau'., and the Chicago 
Office;' ' " " !"'" ' \. "•- " ' "" •■■"T> 

" :For\infwai£?ipn ^oX;-iiite^es^e.d"-Vffices, ,WEBNECJS^B ? 
was ^ ;f ormelrly a member; of "the: German VAmeVican Bund and ! thp/ t Knights 
of the* White -Ca^lia,i ;WEBNECKE-was i-'alsb -a .friend arid 1 , associate 
of' HEBBEBTr B^^HAUFP.f- a,, c onvicted and ^ 



W 



In^l9_43,/ WEBNECKE.was , sentenced:: to; five: years :imp'risonment f 6r 
violation tpfatheySPlecti^e Service Act. ' , ' 

*jS ItVlis to be; further rioted* that in. October, 1958,* 

\WJ!RNECKE, ^called, at .theVChicago Office Jand complained about a 
> WSTA/ violation, concerning hip;, wif e : /BOTH } WERNECKE * and^DADISHOU; " * " 

act; howeyer, investigation failed tb^bear : <n|t ^ ah^ ^viblationV" ^ 
On October ,20,^ any part icipatronian^ 

yioiation o¥; this; A^$ ? ; Mr i0 andj Mrs . Jl)jM)ISHOU ; NICHOLAS" in October 
*fO,& 1958$ \-alsb^/den^ed^i^ny} possible \^STA r viblatioh, on^the 'part; :: - -" 
M ; DApXSHOU ; NIOT0LASX ^ ' " T * 

tfoltcp^p^^ recently writing letters 

and sending ^theia ^thrpugli^^ tpcNICTO^S using 

obscene J 'language * f !Sixe> Postal inspector '* a Of f ice ' in, Chicago is 
M -curr£Qt^ :Af t,er ; WERNECKE^s 1 

arrest ,Pn ; ;Febr^iry ^l 6 * \l¥$ft> r^he<Alcphbi T^;Unit; of ^ttfeyTreasury 
pepi^tm^^ to: de^es^n^ywEeth^^fie 

hiid ;vioiated ihe^Fed^ The^resiilt offAheir 

iii^iry;^ 

— -- **.-*. _- , „__ ____ _- . , *~ .. . * ~ - ^ * - — - - - - - *-*v^^_ 
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-It, is to ^be^furfcher noted Vthat a, search of; the 
.description; of ^WERNECKEl', s , guns, through , the ti Nati6nal .Stolen^ „ _. 
rPr^ert^iFi^ at; ^^ #h^-Bureau^ rW^^lo^^^^ST^^ !x^iXe^1J^itii 
dumber „ 1£2812\ with ,a.mqunted: telescopic ,sight;.hMber;' 2078.858 * was; 
stolen; ;dn £jfoufiry <2, "'.3L9 K 58>7 further' in^iry'.into this. "matter 
will; jb.e con«Mcted -under the classification of * Theft -of Goyerhment 
^Property. " • '" 

: Since; JJERNECKE f "s arrest by the Chicago Police 
J)epar twenty he has received considerable publicity in Chicago 
ne^Spapers> 

One copy of; this report, is being furnished the, 
Atiantai Cincinnaii? ? ; Xpuis^ille, ;Miami I andtSpringfield Off ices 
for infofmaibipn purjpofesv ^ 

1>v In view^bf the above, it is felt that no useful 

piivpcis%: could b^s^yed in continuihg ^he :r inyesiigation in this 
featti§r; under this caption, ther;ef ore this case is being closed 
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ce ivwmorwnaum -/unxtep sTAT^GoymNME^ 

to /D332ECTCR, FB| (,6.1-8118) ._-."" date: 8/25/^9. 



7^&Oj^ :. SAC; CHICAGO "(6|-5B2) 

'"•"■- /Cj* " ' * 

.subject: tyl&LIAM -B. WERNICKE 

BOMBING MATTERS. - 
5 — 00: Chicago * -- 



Attention: Id.ent.if idation Division 



*-** 



R© Chicago lo.tt&r * 6" Director., dated '&/$/$% captioned 
"KLAN ORGANIZATIONS , BATE. ORGANIZATIONS AND . RA CIAL -INPG RMANTS , 
RACIAL MATTERS*,' BOMBING MATTERS". ' - " . ' . 

".By referenced letter, this Division changed the- designation 
of captioned individual frbiti that of racial extremist to potential - 
bombing susperct. ^ - ~ 

In accordance with. Bureau instructions, Manual of Instructions, 
* Section 23 (D) investigation has J?een conducted concerning sttbject, 
as- a: potential suspect .in jbox&b.ing matters- in this division* 

-" ~ WERKEOKE has reportedly bragged^ that he-feas in; the past ^ : - 
taken part in the bombing of . a, Chicago, Illinois De par tr^jit „s tore, ,_ 
- and Jhas also been concerned in the bombing of tombstones in Jewish 
cemeteries* He reportedly laas instructed others in the: use of 
explosives, and has been "described; as. being, capable of inciting 
others to. a C ts of ^ violence*. Investigation has. disclosed that ;he 
has r done a considerable_ ampiuit .of dynamiting of tree stumps,, and, - 
vfater ponds, pri )xis farm, ^arid. therefore would have -tjhe- .necessary \ 
knowledge \irf the use of that typo of explosive* _ 

-In view "of above", the- Latent Fingerprint Section is_ requested 
to include-WlLLTAMB*. ■MER.MECKB, FBI dumber 2970391 in the Single, 
Fing<$ppr int. "explosives. File* / „,- _ 5 gH** - * 
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Transmit the following in 
V«„ AIRTEL 




Jit. TqIS0l% 



,M[r fc P&rjspns. 
^JVfr. Belmont— ^f 




(Type in plain text or code) 




(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



i Xfr, 
Mr. 
Mr, 

ij Mr. Evsbs^ 

H Mr. W.CSullivan 
II Xele. Boom. 



DIRECTOR, FBI! (61^8118) 
SAC, CHICAGO (65-582) 



TO: 

FROM: 

WILLIAM B^WERNECKE 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Chicago Office received a communication postmarked 
1/30/61 from ^WILLIAM B/WERNECKE, Huntley, Illinois, which 
letteiTtcohtained the statement that WERNECKE had written the 
same material to several United States Senators and they, were 
quite** pleased to receive the information. . ^ 

■' v 

ru The^ letter refers to an enclosed letter which, contains 
numerojds allegations relative to the f T11ayboy l,: \Magazin<e, a^ 
magazine of national distribution, the Playboy Lounge^ a 
cocktail lounge situated in Chicago and the publishers' of the 
magazine. The letter generally refers to the, pornographic 
manner in which the pictures k)ce placed in the magazine and: 
the activities of the waitresses employed at the Playboy 
lounge. No specific allegations of white slave traffic act 
or ITOM were listed in *he letter. 17ERNECKE : in his letter 
to the Chicago Office stated that he requested that FBI 
Agent BONNER not be assigned, this case as the writer had 1 
reason to believe 30NNER is not acting, properly' in white 
slave 7 matters and that he acts- in ,f coluti6n ,f with white ^slayers. 

;r _. For the information of ^ the Bureau, ^WERNECKE isk 
the subject of humorous items of correspondence relating 
to bombing matters, espionage and racial matters in the/*- 
Chicago Division. - 

SA JAMES F. BONNER had cpntact with WIIiLIAM B. 
WERNECKE in August, 195,8, aft which time WERNECKE reported 
tha-t his wife (-common law)» and one TADISHAU^NICHOLAS had j 
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traveled in interstate commerce for immoral purposes # 
Investigation conducted that time failed to verify any 
of th§~ information consistent to that furnished by 
WERNECKE and the matter was declined by the USA* at Chicsg) 
because of thj^ inconsistent nature of thq stories atad 
if the facts -atf: alleged by WERNECKE were tr,ue ;such : was 
jiQ't corroborated fey the victim. 



On 10/20/58 RUTH WERNECKE advised that the 
subject WIIiLIAM B. WERNECKE is a very unstable individual 
tmd§rc*the care oS a psychiatrist identified, as Dr. BANS 
DEUTSCH, Chiqago. 

In 1959 WERNECKE .was investigated, by Postal 
authorities for mailing; letters with obscene ^statements 
.contained therein,-* He was convicted in 1943 : o%_ thfe Selective 
Service Act and was a member of the Germah-Americah Bund. 
In 1960 a murder conspiracy conviction wherein WE&NECKE 
had been convicted eft conspiring to murder TADISHAU NICHOLAS 
was overruled by the Appelate Court of the State, of Illinois, 
the. Cou^t claiming that there iyas insufficient evidence 
uppn which to uphold ITERNECKE's convictidn. * \ 

The.; last reference in the Chicago files to, ^WERNECKE 
is one wherein th& Postmaster at Huntley, Illinois, describes 
WERNECKE as being an odd indiyidual,> 

In view of the -fact there is no specific allegation 
of- viola Jibn^ within the -Bureau f *s investigative Jurisdiction 
and the background, of WERNECKE, nb further action is being 
tafcen in *this matter and T/ERNECKE^ letter is not being : jSP^, 
acknowledged. ' t-? r W 

GALE 
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February J.6, 1961 



Telsoc 



To? SAC, 



FXOSM 



°» 



o {6d~5S2} 
Director* ~EB£ ?^L-^li8lj: 




WILLIAM B* TJEBNECKE 
iMFO&IAtiar CQNCEMNG 
^'CRIMINAL SECTION) ' 

Heurairtel 2/8/61* 



You are authorised to nave two nature and experienced 
Agents contact iVornocke as suggested in ircairtQi and advise him 
that the Raster -ho ref erjs to does not ccno v&thin the Bureau* s. 
primary investigative jurisdiction* Mo should also bo adv&cd 
that his past tcgplaints alleging a &STA violation were presented to 
the 



w^y ,xnvosTiisaTa.ve jurxsaic-cxoni no cnou.ua aA£o j 
i his past complaints alleging a &STA violation w 
appropriate tJSA who declined ^prosecution* 



In view of the nature of the allegations made by V/orneake, 
aoainst SA Eonnor and the fact that ho nay continue to Write letters 
containing .such allegations to persons -Atitaido- the Bureau, you 
should immediately obtain an affidavit from SA Bonner concerning 
his. past contacts with V/orneeXe, - 

"Eho results -of the interview with V/erf&c&eand SAEonnortis 
aff idavit^shojaid be forwarded to reach the Eureau by 2/22/6U 

AQ:rte ^K,- ' ' , 

A) NOTE: Chicago has advised that Wernebke^has written two communica- 
tions to that office requesting investigation be conducted concerning 
*payb0Y tt , .magazine and Playboy Lounge- alleging that the magazine and 
the Lounge, are engaged in. pornographic activity. His letter makes no 
specific allegations of £*lc«: of either WSTA or ITOM. Wernicke in one 
letter requests that SA. Bonner not be assigned this case as WernelAe, 
had reason to believe Bonner is not acting properly in White Slave 
Matters and that he acts in "colution" with white siavers. 

Chicago advises WernekO is subject of numerous, items of corres- 



I 



K^Zg|!! de Ace relating to Bombing patters* Espionage* and Radial Matters in 
fetoo nt ,^tne r jCJii^a^D- ; p^^ August, 1958. -W§si!i$£&6 reported to v SABOnner 



Csljahdn 
Comsidf ^_ 
DeLocch* 
£v«n£ 

Bosen,^- 
Tovel*-, 
Txotjter- , 



W.Q.SuUJvan. 
Tele- Roo^i^ 
IngraiD „-,*.^ 
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that Werne^t'sVcommori law wife had traveled r i$vfcer$ 
purposes with onfe Tiujishair NichQlas;. Chicago adyi 

failed VfcfV vhWfv airiv 4 n^n ms^ nri ' -PiTTrii^^. U\r \*lk-r>rn 



i^nterstjrfce for immoral 



.,..„,-,. . ^ adyises investigation" 

failed to verify any ihfoimatiqa furrii^shfed by JVerneke; and USA' 
Chicago f declined ,p±cfse$iiion * . As Of' 10;K20/58 > Vfernecke was mnder 
th'e, care* pf ^a psychiatrist* "He;v/as:/c&nvicted ±xi 1943, for, violation 
of Selective Service Act *of* 1940 and v/as a, weniBer of the Germah~* -- \ 
American Bund ♦* " - - """-**"_"_, "*V '.*" " * 
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FBI 

Date: 2/8/61 
Transmit the following in - 

AIRTEL 
v,j" ."*,'" ---- - 

. ' ... ._ '■-■fp r i or ity- or Method of Mailing) 



(Type in plain text or code) 




TO *: DIREfcTOR^ FBI (61-8118) 

FJtQM : SAC, CHICAp© (65-582) 

SUBJECT,: WILLIAM B ^WERNECKE 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Remyairtel 1/31/61 . 

Attached hereto are photostats of two letters 
received at the Chicago Office today from WJLLIAM B. 
WERNECKE* One „ of the two letters contains numerous 
accusations relative to alleged miscpnduct on the part 
of SA JAMES F., BONNER of the Chicago Of jfice. The second 
letter refers to the sending of 6l$j?cenity through the 
mail relative to the operations o&4y.ayboy Magazine-. % 

Present indications are that WERNECKE will 
continue to send such letters to the Bureau and possibly 
will direct such communications outside the Bureau. As 
set out in referenced airtel , WERNECKE i£5 believed to i>e 
mentally unstable and has recently been under the caire 
of a psychiatrist for his mental condition. 

SA BONNER categorically denies any misconduct 
oh his part, any abusive or threatening , language in 
connection with a white slave investigation wherein 
WERNECKE was the complainant, or any activity that, 
could be considered to be indicative of any collusion 
on his part with any individi 
Traffic Act activities 




/£P 



ndividual engaged in. White Slave t / 
ed to the -'contrary bv^the' Bureau. \ 



Unless advised to the 'contrary Jby^ihe' Bureau, 
two agents .Willi contact WEMIECKE and explain to him 
Jbhe lacK- of a specific violation over which the Bureau 
has primary investigative; jurisdiction relative to his 

'/2~ &■- 
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CG 65-582 
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complaints regarding Playboy Magazine. WERNECKE will 
be advise* thatthe White Slave Traffic Act violation 
he Reported to this Office was presented to ;the United, 
States Attorney :*~s .Off ice for* prosecutive opinion aid 
the declination given by the TJnited -States. Attorney f 'sr 
Off ice was in no way influenced nor was ii interpreted 
by SA BONNER, and that* such inierpretatlons^^f the 
law are solely .within the pif.qyince, of the United 
States Attorney **s Off iceV 

WERNECKE, will be advised, that SA BONNER 
is not now nor has he ,eyer fbeen< in* collusion with 
,lf White, Slavers" nor was he ever aHusive/dr threatening 
in his .cpitact with; WERNICKE. ^Eyery effort will be 
made to convihce* : WERNECIffi ttfat *Hi& letter-writ ihg 
activity should be discontinued. J e 

-GALE • ' " 
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February 16, 1961 



AIRTEL 



c - 



To: SAG, Chicago (65-582) 



From: I^&ilor, gFM;(ff-8118) 






WILLIAM B. WERNECKEl 
INFORMATION CONGERNING 

Rebuairtel,2/i6/61. _ 

" Enclosed Kerewith, are two copies of a lettei* from 
Wernecke clawed 2/10/61 which sets forth the same information 
as that contained in Ms letters, fo your office; — 

Wernecke 1 s letter to the Bureau should be acknowledged 
at the time he is interviewed as authorized in referenced airtel. 
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V. a SuUlyan 
Tele/ Room ^. 
Jn^ram ^ 
Gandy 



;Enclfeiure$ (2). * K , 

/NOTE: Wernecke 4 in his letter- of 2/10/61 advised he has written two ~ 

letters to, the SAC r Chipago> charging that SA Bonner had 
threatened him and! ordered him ; to withdraw a charge of WSTA kgainst 
an ex-convict. Wernecke states he*has received no answer fr^iii the " * 
Chicago Off ice f He> also gtates that he, no^.makesf or mal charges 
against Bonner requesting that he #e;,given a hearing^befof e -whatever""., 
board hears and punishes FBI personnel. His specific charges against 
Bonner are (1) misconduct, (2);obst±uction pf justice, (3) intimidation 
of a citizen; Correspondent asks that his lefter be acknowledged and 
advised why Chicago has ignored his, eiarlier .complaint* 

By airtel dated: 2/3/6 V ^ 

at that office from Wernecke. One letter contained numerous, accusations 
relative, to alleged misconduct on the* part of SA James F. Bonner,/ Chicago 
Office. The second letter jref^rred to~the sending of obsdenity through the 
mail relative to the operations of Playboy Magazine. .Chicago-advises' 

* $n * i 1 * 1 (note continued on page 2) 
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Wernecke. is*sub;(ect of numerous items of correspondence relating , * 
to bombing matters, espionage -, and racial matters in the Chicago 
Division. In August,. 1958, Wernecke reported to SA Bonner that 
Wernecke' s common law wife had traveled interstate for immoral 
purposes with one Tadisau .Nicholas. Chicago advises investigation 
failed td^verify any information furnished by Wernecke and USA, 
Chfcagd, .declined prosecution.- As of 10/20/'58,. Wernecke was under 
the care of a psychiatrist. He was convicted. in 1943 for violation of 
Selective- Service Act 1940 and was a member, of -the German-Airier ican 
Bund. Chicago airtei 2/8/61; requested authority for two Agents to 
contact Wernecke, explain to him lack of specific violation over which. 
Bureati has jurisdiction, and advise Wernecke USA declined on s his 
previous WSTA cdmpiaint. 

Bureanairtel of 2/16/61 authorized Chicago^ to contact Wernecke and . 
to furnish affidavit from JSA Bonner concerning his; past contacts with . 
Wernecke.' W*f*'* ^^^;* l *^'y' , *T w .'' r **,,**<~x 
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COPY 



February 1(6,. I96I 



J. Edgar Hoover 
P.B.I. ' 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: * ~ 

I have written twice to the Agent In Charge of 
the P. B. I. Chicago office.^ In my letter I made a Direct 
Charge against an P. B. I. agent - named " Bonne xt" . I charged 
the man with threatening me, and ordering me to withdraw a 
charge against an Exconvict, the charge being (Violation of 
the Mann Act and Transportation of Stolen Property across 
the State Line) 

I have received no answer from the Director of The 
Chicago P. B. I., my letter has so far been ignored. 

I now make formal charge against P. B. I. agent 
Bonne ;c and I request" tie be given a hearing befo're what ever 
Board or group which hears and punishes P. B. I. against for 
misconduct and crime. 

My charge against Agent Bonnet is (1) Misconduct, 
Obstruction of Justice, Intimmdation of a Citizen. I will 
sign complaint against this man. 

I ask that you acknowledge reciept of this formal 
complaint to you. 

I ask you to inform me why the Chicago Director of 
the P. B. I. has ignored my complaint in a Contemptuous, rude, 
and ineffecient manner. 

Thanking you for an early ..reply, I remain. 

Very truly yours 







Rt. 1, Huntley 
Illinois 
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Chicago, Illinois 
February 20, 1961 

I,i t James E. Bonner,, Special -Agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, being duly sworn/ hereby make the 
following free and voluntary statement, knowing same may be 
used against me in a court of law* I have been assigned as 
a Special Agent pf the Federal Bureau of Investigation to 
the Chicago Office for the past five years. 

In August, 1958, I had contact with William, B. 
Wernecke, at which time Wernecke reported that his wife and 
one Dadishaw Nicholas had travelled in interstate commerce 
for immoral purposes; 

I conducted investigation relative to the purported 
allegations as furnished by Wernecke »and presentedl these, facts, 
to the United States Attorney's Office relative to prosecutive 
opinion, I did not attempt to influence the judgment of the 
United States Attorneys Office relative to possible prosecution 
in- this matter ; ■*-■ - - - - ;— - ^ -- — - - - - _^* ~ 

In my contact with William B. Wernecke I did not in 
any way intimidate him or attempt to intimidate him. I did 
a?t threaten him in .any^way nqr did^I mock the prgnuncj.ation 
of his family name. 

I did not threaten Mr. Wernecke for pressing any 
charges- against any person. ;I categorically deny -having 



,£ 



obstructed him in any way in his furnishing information to 
any law enforcement agency nor did I make any efforts to cause 
hiin to drop any case* I in no way harassed, threatened or 
abused William B. Wernecke # 

I have read this statement consisting of this and 
one other page and hereby affix ray signature in that this 
statement is a true representation of my association and 
contact with William B* Wernecke* 





ecial Agent 

deral Bureau of Investigation 

Sworn and subscribed before me on February 21, 1961, 

at Chicago, Illinois 



%.&M~> 



(o±4% Agent 

Bureau of Investigation 



Witness: - 




Special- Agent 

Itederal Bureau of Investigation 
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,£l OPTIONAl fOXM NO^ 10 



5010-104 



UNITED STATES GOQtNMENT 

Memorandum 



d 
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to ; DIRECTOR, FBI (61-8118) date: 5/28/65 

ATTN: IDENTIFICATION DIV. 
: SAC, CHICAGO (65-582) 

■ .. ■ d> 

subject: WILLIAM BERNARD WERNECKE 
POTENTIAL BOMBING SUSPECT 

Re Chicago letter dated" 8/25/59. 

Investigation reflects that WILLIAM BERNARD WERNECKE, 
FBI No. 2970391, is now deceased. It is requested that his 
name be deleted from the Single Fingerprint -Explosives File. 



<2/- Biireai (RM) 
1 — Chicago 
JWT:mav 
(3) 
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Memoranuum 
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TO 



DIBJSCTOR, FBI (61-81)18) 



date: 5/28/65 




SAC, CHICAGO (65-582) 

subject: - WILLIAM BERNARD- WERNECKE 
POTENTIAL BOMBING SUSPECT 



D. WERNECKE ' [p^C_ 



J^ Re Chicago letter dated 8/5/59 entitled, "KLAN ORGANIZATIONS 

HATE ORGANIZATIONS AND RACIAL INFORMANTS: RM; BM", bufile 
157-1-9. 

-&" 

Current investigation reveals that WERNECKE recently 
_ — xdied . He has, therefore, been deleted as a potential bombing 
/suspect of this division. A separate communication has been 

directed to the attention of the Identification Division deleting 
WERNECKE from the Single Fingerprint Explosives File. 






J. 



Q 



2/- Bureau (RM) 

3 - Chicago 

(1. - 157-106X 
(1 - 174-8) 

JWT :mav 
(5) 
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